
Bradford
Culture

arty sensations, 
fantastic film 
& theatrical 
triumphs



Bradford
burSting With 
energy

The moment you set 
foot in Bradford you’ll 
discover a city brimming 
with inspirational things 
to see and do.

There’s a fl ourishing 
arts scene… fascinating 
exhibitions… energetic 
theatres… compelling 
events… plus stacks 
of live music to keep 
you enthralled.

We’re proud of our cultural 
heritage. This city was the 
birthplace of the famous 
artist David Hockney, and 
you can thrill to over 400 
of his works at Salts Mill. 

If literature’s your passion, 
head off to Haworth where 
you can walk in the 
footsteps of the Brontë 
family at the historic Brontë 
Parsonage Museum.

You’ll fi nd the hottest 
creative talent around 
showcased in our many 
galleries too. And be sure
not to miss the National 
Media Museum, one of
the UK’s most popular 
museums with its three 
fi lm festivals, IMAX cinema 
and hands-on exhibitions.

In fact, Bradford’s been 
named as the world’s fi rst 
ever UNESCO ‘City of Film’. 
The honour recognises 
the central role the city’s 
played in shaping the story 
of the cinema – as well as 
Bradford’s ambitious plans 
to make the city one of the 
world’s focal points for 
movie making.

Then get set for a dazzling 
night scene. From world-
class theatre and live jazz 
to exceptional cuisine, 
Bradford has just what 
you’re looking for to round 
off your perfect day. 
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GOOD mOrning
Begin your adventure in 
our UNESCO World 
Heritage Site Saltaire and 
take in this outstanding 
example of a model 
Victorian village. Visit in 
September and catch the 
lively Saltaire Arts Trail, 
part of the Saltaire Festival 
with its magical Open 
Houses event, where 
residents transform their 
homes into galleries 
featuring the fi nest in 
Yorkshire art and craft.

a great 
day Out

SUPERB 
evening 
From the best in live music 
at the Love Apple, to a 
West End musical at the 
Alhambra Theatre, night 
owls love this city. And with 
friendly bars and some of 
the fi nest Asian cuisine in 
the country, you’ll adore 
Bradford morning, noon 
and night.

GREAT 
afternOOn
After lunch, race over to 
the Cartwright Hall Art 
Gallery at Lister Park and 
enjoy one of the many 
exciting exhibitions. Or 
check out vibrant city 
centre galleries such as 
the Impressions Gallery, 
one of the UK’s leading 
independent photography 
venues. Then there’s the 
National Media Museum 
– where you can explore 
seven fl oors stacked with 
interactive exhibitions, 
cinemas and the eye-
opening IMAX 3D screen.
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Bradford is an internationally 
important centre for fine 
art, attracting artists and 
exhibitions from all over 
the world.

You can take your pick from 
an impressive collection 
of galleries, such as the 
Impressions Gallery. One of 
the UK’s most celebrated 
photography venues; it 
champions the best of 
today’s emerging talent.
You’ll also find the Bradford 
1 Gallery showcasing 
contemporary and historic 
art and craft from national 
touring galleries.

Then there’s the 
Cartwright Hall Art Gallery 
with its major exhibitions 
of contemporary art and 
stunning works by Lowry, 
Reynolds and Warhol.

One of the world’s largest 
collections of David 
Hockney works is on 
display at Salts Mill. Get 
your timing right, and you 
can also enjoy the Saltaire 
Arts Trail, a vibrant festival 
of art packed full of unique 
art and textile shows.

And for an eclectic and 
compelling programme 
of International art 
exhibitions, make a 
bee-line for Bradford 
University’s Gallery II.

A bright  
canvas
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Impressions Gallery / 
Bradford 1 Gallery

Centenary Square, 
Bradford  BD1 1SD

Email: enquiries@
impressions-gallery.com, 
Bradford 1 Gallery - christine.
hopper@bradford.gov.uk

Website:
impressions-gallery.com   
bradfordmuseums.org

Impressions is the UK’s 
leading independent venue for 
photography and exhibits the 
best of today’s photographers. 

Its neighbour is Bradford 1 
Gallery which hosts a range  
of exhibitions dedicated to 
contemporary and historic art  
and modern crafts.

Events: Exhibitions, 
workshops, artist talks and 
family events.  

Prices: Free entry. 

Open: Tuesday - Friday: 11am 
- 6pm (Thursdays until 8pm), 
Saturday & Sunday: 12pm - 5pm. 
Closed Mondays and Bank 
Holiday Mondays, 25th - 26th 
December and 1st January.

Cartwright Hall Art Gallery 

Lister Park, Bradford 
BD9 4NS

Tel: 01274 431212

Email: cartwright.hall@
bradford.gov.uk

Website:
bradfordmuseums.org

Cartwright Hall is Bradford’s 
civic art gallery and offers an 
exciting programme of 
contemporary exhibitions,  

with four permanent galleries 
displaying works from the 
city’s art collections.

Events: Exhibitions, 
workshops and family 
activities. 

Prices: Free entry. 

Open: Tuesday - Saturday 
10am - 5pm, Sunday 1pm - 5pm. 
Closed: Mondays (except Bank 
Holidays), Good Friday, 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year’s Day. 

Gallery II, University of 
Bradford 

Chesham Building, 
University of Bradford, 
off Great Horton Road, 
Bradford  BD7 1DP 

Tel: 01274 235495 

Email: gallery@bradford.ac.uk

Website: brad.ac.uk/gallery

Gallery II was opened in 1994 
and is the base for touring 

contemporary visual arts 
exhibitions as well as the 
home of the University’s 
Permanent Art Collection.

Events: Exhibitions, music 
events and performances. 

Prices: Free entry. 

Open: Monday -  Wednesday 
and Friday 11am - 5pm. 
Thursday 11am - 6pm.  
Not open weekends and  
Bank Holidays.

Salts Mill 

Salts Mill, Saltaire  BD18 3LA

Tel: 01274 531163

Email: post@saltsmill.org.uk

Website: saltsmill.org.uk 

Salts Mill is a Grade II listed 
historic mill which now  
houses four comprehensive  
art galleries featuring over  
400 works by David Hockney, 
as well as shops, restaurants  

and cafes.

Events: Exhibitions and 
concerts. 

Prices: Free entry. 

Open: Monday - Friday 10am 
to 5.30pm, Saturday and 
Sunday 10am - 6pm. Top floor 
is open Wednesday to Sunday. 
Open all year, except for 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year’s Day.  

visitbradford.com
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Over recent years, Bradford 
has become one of the 
UK’s cultural hotspots. 
Chock-full of major 
national and international 
exhibitions, our outstanding 
galleries and museums 
have made this city a 
magnet for art lovers.

The National Media 
Museum is one of the UK’s 
most popular attractions. 
You’ll discover seven floors 
crammed with fascinating 
hands-on exhibits bringing 
the colourful history of 
broadcasting, photography 
and cinema to life. And 
with three celebrated film 
festivals each year, this 
museum is one of the 
nation’s favourites.

While you’re here, uncover 
the turbulent history of the 
medieval Cathedral, and 
experience one of the 
many exquisite recitals  
and exhibitions.

And call in at the Brontë 
Parsonage Museum – 
where exhibitions of 
cutting-edge art set within 
the charming former 
family home creates an 
energetic fusion of the 
classic and the contemporary. 

Add the Bradford Industrial 
Museum with its sensational 
events, David Hockney at 
Salts Mill and Cartwright 
Hall Art Gallery with its 
celebrated exhibitions and 
culture is thriving here like 
nowhere else.   

hotspots
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National Media Museum 

Bradford  BD1 1NQ

Tel: 0870 70 10 200

Email: talk@nationalmedia
museum.org.uk

Website:
nationalmediamuseum.org.uk

Explore 7 floors of interactive 
galleries: Journey through 
popular photography, visit 
IMAX, the giant screen 
experience, discover the story 
of television, play with light, 

lenses and colour and explore 
the world of animation.  

Events: Exhibitions, tours, 
talks, workshops and family 
activities.

Prices: Free entry, various 
prices for IMAX and cinemas. 

Open: Museum galleries and 
shop: Tuesday - Sunday 10am 
- 6pm. Closed Mondays except 
4th and 25th May, 20th and 
27th July, and all August.

Cinemas: Daily until late.

Bradford Cathedral 

1 Stott Hill, Bradford  BD1 4EH

Tel: 01274 777720

Email: secretary@cathedral.
bradford.anglican.org

Website:
bradfordcathedral.org

This beautiful Cathedral, 
where Christians have prayed 
and worshipped for centuries, 
has inspired generations of 
people with its peacefulness: 

rich in heritage yet an oasis  
of calm in the centre of a  
busy city.

Events: Concerts – classical, 
jazz, organ (lunchtimes); 
exhibitions, lectures, plays, 
festivals, tours.

Prices: Free entry: charges for 
some events.

Open: Monday to Saturday 
from 8.30am until 4.30pm. 
Sundays for services only.

Brontë Parsonage Museum 

Haworth, Keighley  BD22 8DR

Tel: 01535 642323

Email: info@bronte.org.uk

Website: bronte.org.uk 

The Brontës are the world’s 
most famous literary family 
and Haworth Parsonage,  
their former home, is now  
a museum full of their 
possessions, as well as 
exhibitions about their lives. 
There is also an exciting 
contemporary arts programme.  

Events: Exhibitions, 
contemporary arts 
programme, talks and 
discussions. 

Prices: Adult £6.00, Senior 
Citizens £4.50, Students £4.50, 
Children 5 - 16 years £2.50 
Children under 5 free.

Open: Every day from 
10.00am - 5.30pm April to 
September, 11.00am - 5.00pm 
October to March except 24th 
- 27th December and 2nd 
- 31st January.

visitbradford.com



10

This city is alive with great 
drama and music. 

For starters there’s  
the dazzling Alhambra  
Theatre whose Edwardian 
splendour plays host to 
blockbusting West End 
shows and the UK’s  
most exciting touring 
theatre troupes.

For an alluring blend of 
theatre, jazz, comedy and 
dance, book your seats at 
the Bradford Playhouse. 
Located in Little Germany, 
it’s at the heart of the city’s 
cultural scene and packed 
with inspirational spaces.

If live music and comedy 
are your scene, the 
wonderful Victorian  
St George’s Concert Hall  
is your kind of venue.  

The electrifying programme 
is packed with all the finest 
talent and familiar faces 
from TV - and embraces 
orchestral and rock music, 
stand up comedy and 
variety shows. 

And here’s a little gem:  
the University’s Theatre  
in the Mill. As a hotbed  
of theatre, a thought 
provoking evening  
is guaranteed.

Finally, with fashionable 
bars and top class Asian 
restaurants lining the 
streets, the evening’s  
just beginning when the 
curtain comes down.  

curtain 
call
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Alhambra Theatre 

Morley Street, Bradford   
BD7 1AJ 

Tel: 01274 432000

Email: administration@
bradford-theatre.co.uk

Website:
bradford-theatres.co.uk 

The Alhambra is regarded as 
the North’s premier touring 
venue and hosts the best in 
large scale entertainment from 

ballet and opera to variety and 
comedy, musicals and drama. 

Events: Ballet, opera, variety, 
comedy, musicals, drama and 
the annual pantomime.

Prices: Various prices. 

Open: All year. 10am - 6pm 
non-show days and 10am until 
30 minutes after start time  
on show nights. Thursdays 
open from 11am. Dependent 
on the show. 

St George’s Hall 

Bridge Street, Bradford   
BD1 1JS

Tel: 01274 432000

Email: administration@
bradford-theatre.co.uk

Website:
bradford-theatres.co.uk 

The Victorian built St. George’s 
Concert Hall is home to a wide 

range of entertainment 
bringing the cream of touring 
music, comedy and variety 
shows to the region.

Events: Touring music, 
orchestral concert season, 
comedy and variety shows. 

Prices: Various prices. 

Open: All year. Dependent on 
the performance. 

Bradford Playhouse 

4 Chapel Street, Little 
Germany, Bradford  BD1 5LD

Tel: 01274 820666

Email: office@thebradford
playhouse.co.uk 

Website:
bradfordplayhouse.co.uk 

The Bradford Playhouse offers 
a huge range of events 

including theatre, film, music 
and exhibitions bringing the 
best local, regional and 
national artists to Bradford.

Events: Exhibitions, jazz 
nights, comedy, theatre, 
vintage fairs. 

Prices: Various ticket prices. 

Open: All year. Dependent on 
the performance. 

Theatre in the Mill 

Shearbridge Road, University 
of Bradford  BD7 1DP 

Tel: 01274 233200

Email: theatre@bradford.
ac.uk

Website:
brad.ac.uk/admin/theatre

Engage with some of the best 
and most radical theatre 

makers in the country and 
watch the most innovative 
work on offer at Theatre in  
the Mill.  

Events: Theatre, music, film, 
outdoor performance and 
workshops. 

Prices: Various ticket prices.

Open:  All year. Dependent on 
the performance. 

visitbradford.com
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key
events

Bradford is truly a city of culture with a packed 
programme of events and festivals throughout the 
year. From Opera on the big screen to break-dancing 
in the city square, from classic cars to markets and 
bazaars, there’s something for everyone in Bradford. 
For more information visit visitbradford.com or
bradford.gov.uk/events. 

Bradford International Film Festival 
National Media Museum,
March  bradfordfilmfestival.org.uk

Since 1995 the Bradford Film Festival has gone from 
strength to strength, presenting new and classic films 
from around the world. Events include the Shine Awards 
and the popular Widescreen Weekend.

Contemporary Arts Programme
Brontë Parsonage Museum, April – September  
and October – March  bronte.org.uk  

Events with prominent authors, art exhibitions, film 
screenings, creative workshops and more.

1940s Weekend 
May  haworthvillage.co.uk 

Step back in time and celebrate the 1940s with the 
village of Haworth. Get dressed up in 1940s attire and 
enjoy the many events including a flypast by a Dakota, 
parades and evening dances. 

Bradford Mela
June  bradfordmela.org.uk 

The Bradford Mela was the first event of its kind in 
Europe and each year brings quality outdoor 
entertainment, street theatre, market stalls and 
children’s activities. The Mela brings together people of 
all ages and from all walks of life.

Ilkley Summer Festival 
August  ilkleysummerfestival.com 

Visit Ilkley during the month of August for the Summer 
Festival. A month packed with events for all the family, 
including markets, exhibitions and concerts. 

Saltaire Festival 
September  saltairefestival.co.uk 

Every September for around 10 days Saltaire welcomes 
thousands of visitors to this popular arts festival. Events 
include plays, concerts, gigs, lectures, markets, carnivals 
and fairs. 

Saltaire Arts Trail 
September  saltaireartstrail.co.uk 

The Open Houses is the centre-piece of the Arts Trail. 
Grade II listed residents’ houses are transformed into 
unique galleries showcasing the finest art and craft from 
across Yorkshire. Other highlights include the Makers’ 
Fair and the Open Exhibition.  

Ilkley Literature Festival 
October  ilkleyliteraturefestival.org.uk   

The North of England’s liveliest and most prestigious 
literature festival. Authors, discussions, readings, 
performances and workshops make this an exciting 
festival for literature lovers. 

Bradford Animation Festival 
National Media Museum,
November  baf.org.uk

BAF is one of the UK’s best-loved animation and video 
games festival. Screentalks, workshops and special 
events led by some of the industry’s top names are just 
some of the events at this unique festival.

Haworth Christmas Festival 
Late November and December  
haworthvillage.co.uk 

Celebrate the run up to Christmas at Haworth’s 
Christmas Festival, six weekends of Victorian inspired 
Christmas events from mid November. 
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useful
infoRMATION

Accommodation 
Bradford district offers many different  
accommodation options from large hotels to  
cosy B&Bs and self-catering cottages.

Visit visitbradford.com for a large selection of
hotels, guest accommodation and self-catering 
properties and book your next break online! 

Getting Here & 
Further Information 
Travel Information 

By Road 

Bradford district is well served by motorways  
and main trunk roads. Bradford’s own motorway,  
the M606 brings you within 1.5 miles of the city centre 
and links with the M1, A1 and M6 via the M62. 

By Bus and Coach 

For national bus enquiries Tel: 0870 808080 
or nationalexpress.com 

For local bus enquiries Tel: 0113 245 7676 
or wymetro.com 

By Rail 

Bradford is served by two central train stations,  
Bradford Forster Square and Bradford Interchange  
that connect into intercity and local services. 

For local rail enquiries Tel: 0113 245 7676 
or wymetro.com 

For national rail enquiries Tel: 0845 748 4950 
or nationalrail.co.uk 
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Tourist 
Information 
Centres
Bradford Tourist Information 
Centre offers ideas of 
where to stay and where 
to visit, a range of maps, 
gifts, leaflets, events and 
travel information. 

Bradford Tourist 
Information Centre  
City Hall, Bradford 
BD1 1HY 

Tel: 01274 433678

Email: 
tourist.information@
bradford.gov.uk

Open: Monday 10am - 
5pm, Tuesday to Saturday  
9.30am - 5pm. Closed 
Sundays and Bank Holidays.  

accessibility
The degree of accessibility 
varies between venues. 
Access information 
is available on 
visitbradford.com
or disabledgo.info. 
Alternatively to ensure that 
your needs are met please 
contact the venue direct. 



Bradford Tourist 
Information Centre  
City Hall, Bradford 
BD1 1HY 

Tel: 01274 433678

Email: 
tourist.information@
bradford.gov.uk

visitbradford.com


