Pho

Key Stage 3 to 5
Borderland: Stories from Donbas
4 October 2019 to 4 January 2020
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Visual Literacy workshop

This workshop is developed to support photography GCSE critical and contextual studies
Exhibition
Made over a period of six years, Borderland:
Stories from Donbas by Christopher Nunn
offers a rare glimpse of everyday life in the
Donbas region. Situated at the far eastern edge
of Ukraine, close to the border of Russia, this
region is the site of the only active war zone in
Europe.
Nunn cares about people’s stories and how
Donbas is represented. He was drawn to the
small mining settlements where families relax by
overgrown riversides, cramped apartment block
kitchens, village bars and fading towns now on
the doorstep of war at the very edge of Europe.
The exhibition presents themes including the
dynamics of families; masculinity of young men
and fathers; freedom and togetherness, and
seemingly inescapable ties with history.
Nunn’s images capture the quiet moments and
the overlooked details that are mostly away from
the flashpoints of fighting and the spotlight of
international news. With a constant focus on
people’s everyday lives, their personal narratives
and subjective struggles, his photographs tell
small stories that are part of a bigger picture.
Images to the left from Borderland: Stories from Donbas © Christopher Nunn

Workshop
Aimed at art and photography teacher looking
for ways to engage your students in critical
and contextual studies. This workshop helps
students develop an understanding of the
artworks and the themes and ideas behind
them.
In this workshop, pupils will develop skills in
how to read and interpret images. Students will
work in groups choosing one image to explore.
Using visual literacy worksheets to guide their
thoughts, they will be encouraged to explore
and argue alternative points of view. At the
end of the session, groups will feedback their
findings sharing their opinions with the rest of
the group.
Curriculum areas
Photography, Art and Design, English, History,
Geography

Learning Outcomes

Booking details

Pupils will:
• Learn about the artist and their art work.
• Explore traditional literacy and understand
the context behind it
• Learn how ideas, themes, subjects and
feelings can inspire creative responses
• Learn how to read and interpret images
• Have the opportunity to make enquiries and
develop interpretation.
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Workshop cost £95+VAT special workshop
price for Artsmark schools of £76+VAT (20%
discount)
2 hour session
Maximum 35 students per session.
Where possible, please book at least two
weeks in advance.
Call Jennifer Sobol, Learning Manager on
01274 737843 or email
jennifersobol@impressions-gallery.com

