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The Queen, The Chairman and I
by Kurt Tong
“My project began with a storybook I made for my
daughters.
I was born in the city of Hong Kong in 1977, five years
before China wanted it back. Us ‘Honkies’ have an
identity that’s very different to the ones of China, after
all, I sang ‘God Save the Queen’ as my national anthem
at school. I always knew I was going to live in England.
My father studied there and disliked the communists; he
had always told me that when Hong Kong was handed
back to China, we would not be going back.
Go back he did. In fact, he never really left. I, on the
other hand, got sent to England for school and later
married a Scottish girl and started a family. Having
grown up between three different cultures, one
question is always at the back of my mind. How Chinese
am I, or indeed, who am I?
I traced the history of my family in a bid to find out
how two of the most influential people in history,
Queen Victoria and Chairman Mao, affected my family.
Giving equal importance to new photographs, found
photographs and writing, this project reconnects
me with the Hong Kong of the past, through the
recollections of my extended family, humanising the
political and social upheaval that took my family to Hong
Kong and eventually to the UK.
I have found that the personal stories always prompt
people to talk about their own family history, no matter
where they are from and what ethnic backgrounds
they are. The Queen, The Chairman and I deals with
many different issues, family, displacement, migration,
colonialism and multiculturalism”.
Kurt Tong

Described by Tong as a photographic ‘who do you think
you are’, The Queen, The Chairman and I was made over
four years across three continents. In this multi-stranded
saga of love, hope, and tragedy, Tong uncovers family
secrets and reveals the impact of political and economic
forces on individual people.
Drawing on Tong’s Chinese, Hong Kong and British
connections, the exhibition combines new large-scale
photographs, alongside heirloom photographs and
rare colour film footage from the 1940s. Central to
the exhibition is a contemporary Chinese teahouse
installation where visitors are invited to drink tea, read
Tong’s artist book, and share their own family stories.

Evocative images coupled
with insightful glimpses of a
family history. A really engaging
exhibition - I especially enjoyed
the book.
Exhibition visitor

800 years ago, long before the Tong and Leung Clans settled in what would become Tong’s Bay, the surrounding
area was a banyan tree forest.

After the Treaty of Nanking, the entire island was referred to as Hong Kong and the British began developing Victoria
Harbour on the northern shores of the island.

Bunnan’s marriage was arranged
through a match-maker. After a match
was found, a picture would be sent to
the prospective wife. For the photo,
he dragged along his ugly friend to
make himself look better.

Shook Ying, born in 1911, was the
daughter of a Chinese trader based in
the Philippines. She sent this image
as her matchmaking picture, hoping
to find a good husband. She initially
thought the man on the right was
to be her husband and commented,
‘well, as long as he is heard working
and ambitious’.

When World War II broke out, one of Bunnan’s two German partners decided to return to the Fatherland to fight for
the Nazi party.

On their way to join Bunnan, his sister and her family were on board a civilian ferry when it was sank by the
Americans. His mother was never told about her daughter’s death. Bunnan regularly sent her letters and money in
his sister’s name.

Installation Images

Exhibition Content
•

14 framed photographs 35” x 42”
Hanging system: inverse mirrorplates

•

1 x 16mm film presented as DVD: A family day out
Duration: 15 minutes
Projector included with exhibition

•

Chung Zak’s Family Albums
54 pages (red album) 40.5 cm x 30 cm
72 pages (blue album) 25.5 cm x 30 cm

•

Chinese Tea House
Contemporary bespoke Chinese tea house - supplied flat packed with instructions
for construction. Dimensions when built 350cm2

•

Tea House furniture
2 x tables, 4 x benches
1 x authentic Chinese tea set

•

Authentic Chinese Tea Set

•

2 x Artist Books The Queen, The Chairman and I

Technical and installation
• Technical advice and touring handbook supplied.
• Venue to provide their own technician.
Space required
• Approximately 50 - 70 linear metres. Impressions will provide curatorial assistance with
edit and layout to suit your space and context.
Interpretation and education
• Foamex captions for each image
• Foamex caption for family album wall
• Foamex panel for framed works
• Foamex caption for film
• Artist information folder
• Additional interpretation supplied in advance as indesign files:
- Exhibition guide
- Family tree
- Information sheets
- Vinyl introductory text panel
• Support from Impressions to help plan related activities, including authentic Chinese Tea
service.
Press and marketing
• Text supplied for press release for venue to adapt to your own context.
• Six hi-res press images supplied as jpgs
Transport and insurance
Hiring venues are responsible for two-way transport and for insurance in transit and in situ;
replacement value £40,000.
Hire fee
£3,000 +VAT
Credits
An Impressions Gallery touring exhibition curated by Anne McNeill.

About Impressions Gallery
Impressions Gallery is a charity that helps
people understand the world through
photography.
Based in Bradford, Impressions Gallery works
internationally to bring the best of contemporary
photography to wide and culturally diverse
audiences. Since opening in 1972, as one of the
first photography galleries in Europe, we have
been at the forefront of photographic practice,
making us an influential UK venue for photography.
We support ground-breaking, new and mid-career
artists to resource and develop artistic talent
through world class, confident exhibitions that
explore timely and relevant issues in society,
identity, and politics.
Impressions Gallery is funded by Arts Council
England as a National Portfolio Organisation
and supported by Bradford Metropolitan District
Council.
Contact
Angela Sheard, Associate Curator
Impressions Gallery, Centenary Square
Bradford, BD1 1SD
telephone: 01274 737843
email: angelasheard@impressions-gallery.com

