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Through Our Lens: Growing up with
Covid-19
Introduction
While many of us are familiar with the impact of school closures and
working from home, first hand stories of young people’s pandemic
experience has largely gone unnoticed. Through Our Lens features
photographs made by a group of diverse young people from across the
Bradford district during the first national lockdown in 2020.
With mentoring from artist Carolyn Mendelsohn, who quickly responded
to the need for community and collaboration, isolated young people were
encouraged to tell their personal stories through photography. Mendelsohn
taught them how to use photography as a tool to document their
experiences and help make sense of their changing worlds.
Through Our Lens offers a vital window into how the young people adapted
and grew through an incredibly challenging time. The teenagers represent
a spectrum of social and cultural backgrounds, including a number of
refugees who moved to Bradford only to be plunged straight into isolation
as the pandemic took hold.
Mendelsohn used her skills to help the teenagers make their thoughts,
feelings and emotions visible. Mendelsohn has ignited a passion for
photography in the young people that will grow going forward, giving us
the photographers of the future.
Curated in collaboration with the young artists who made the work,
Through Our Lens is both a reflection on a period of adversity, as well as
a celebration of the resilience, dedication and spirit of a diverse group of
young people.

Lockdown has tightened up again but
this doesn’t stop us from exploring the
countryside near home.
Amy Lorrimer, 15

The most exciting part of my day seems
to be going out for a walk and exploring
the neighbourhood as if we haven’t lived
there for sixteen years already... the only
problem with these fun walks being the
highlight of my day is that when I check
the forecast to discover a week full of rain
ahead, I find little to look forward to.
Amy Lorrimer, 15

Before all this happened I was in my first
few months of A levels, getting ready to
take my exams and applying to universities.
Apart from seeing the people I love, what
I’m looking forward to most after all this is
moving out and being able to go to gigs
again. At times I feel hopeless, but this is all
for the best; it doesn’t make it any easier.
Evie Sharp, 17

The streets and roads are empty now
during lockdown. It’s like a metaphor.
Amy Lorrimer, 15

Like a metaphor of the current lockdown
situation. Kept in the dark, trying to keep
in the light, challenging for many young
people at this time.
Phoebe Cookson, 17

Alice Duckworth, 17

Discovering pockets of magic in the
house at this time.
Phoebe Cookson, 17

Rahimah Kaleem, 16

Through the glass and seeing life
unlocking.
Alice Duckworth, 17

Suad Mahmoud, 19

I live five minutes away from pure
countryside and always seem to forget
about it, but on my daily walks I have
started to take in more of the life
around me and explore new routes
that I wouldn’t normally choose to walk
along.
Jennifer Adams, 16

Scout Worsley, 16

Tia Weighman, 15

Portrait of my brother.
Rowan Tonge, 15

Morgan Foord, 16

Haleema Shah, 14

Alice Ackroyd, 14

Chester Jones, 15

Self portrait.
Chester Jones, 15

Hamza Saraj, 14

Esme Duckworth, 13

Self portrait.
Ella Curtis, 17

Chester Jones, 15

One of the hardest things is not seeing
family and friends, the people you
see everyday that are now suddenly
not in your life. Seeing these two
(grandparents) just brightens up my
day, and to see how well they are
getting on even though they have it the
hardest just brings me hope.
Ella Brimble, 14

Self portrait.
Lara Ramsden, 13

Self portrait.
Abdi Warsame, 17

Abdi Warsame, 17

The best way to describe how I feel in this
situation is that we are the flowers and the
ice is lockdown, if you allow the ice to melt
the flowers will come out in one piece but
if you break the ice the flowers will break
too. I think that although I want everything
to return to normal it is happening too
soon and the government is breaking the
ice due to their greed and allowing us to
suffer.
Amilah Majid, 14

Evie Sharp, 17

I went with friends for a walk and
that day was not the best for me, but
after we got there, I forgot about my
problems and was obviously absorbed
by this place.
Polina Kochetkova, 19

Self portrait.
Abdi Warsame, 17

Self portrait.
Ladislav Demeter, 17

Esme Duckworth, 13

My opinion of lockdown is that it is boring
most of the time and fun when I am on
a call to my friends. I like this project
because it gives me something to do,
and makes me think outside the box, and
also when I go for a run taking pictures it
makes me feel free.
Jay Kundu, 12

When the colour of your skin is seen
as a weapon you will be seen unarmed.
This event has affected me more than I
thought it would. RACISM HAS NO PLACE
IN SOCIETY. This photo represents the
countless lives lost to unjust treatment. It
has affected me so much because I think
what if it was me who was in his [George
Floyd] position.
Hamza Saraj, 14

A document of Clara’s (age 15) Black Lives
Matter protest on the pavement and walls
of Saltaire.
Ella Brimble, 14

I was feeling a bit down about
everything and thought it would be
interesting to turn the phrase ‘feeling
blue’ into a literal thing.
Esme Duckworth, 13

My family life during lockdown.
Wigden Elagib, 17

This is my brother during lockdown
on the computer. He is six, apart from
school he is doing well.
Kasey Surtees, 14

At home on VE Day during lockdown.
Harry Berry, 17

Taylor Russell, 15

Hamza Saraj, 14

Jay Kundu, 12

Morgan Foord, 16

Lockdown has been difficult, its a
confusing and stressful time, however
through this lockdown I have found
freedom through my skateboard
and my camera. I have explored
areas I would never have been and
experienced many new things, Shipley
has become my skatepark.
Louie Goater, 15

Dawn during lockdown.
Holly Wade, 15

Dawn sky.
Holly Wade, 15

Time feels very weird at the moment,
both fast and slow. I’m finding
that photography is a nice way
of documenting changes and is a
therapeutic focus. Under different
circumstances I think everyone would
benefit from having a time where
routine life is put on hold. Time to
catch-up with themselves, look after
themselves and really notice things
round them. This is a time when people
are seeing life from a different view.
Alice Duckworth, 17

Dawn during lockdown.
Holly Wade, 15

Mahnoor Akhlaq, 19

Wigden Elagib, 17

Nagat Ahmed, 20

Hamza Saraj, 14

Portrait of my sister Freya.
Erin McVeigh, 14

Self Portrait.
This image signifies the feeling I have
at the moment surrounding school.
I love being back as it is giving me a
sense of normality while I also get
back to learning about subjects I enjoy.
However, I can’t shrug off this feeling of
being almost trapped. All of the safety
precautions seem so unnatural and
absurd compared to our old normality,
so much that it feels as though I’m
trapped in some strange movie.
Morgan Foord, 16

I believed this year, was going to be the
year I gained more insight into my future.
I had poured all my sweat, blood and
tears into revision for my GCSE’s. I had
control over my possibilities. This made
me feel more secure, until the Covid-19
pandemic meant my GCSE exams were
cancelled.
I’ve had time to do some selfconfrontation as to what is actually
important to me and what I want to
achieve and experience to become
old knowing I’ve had a fulfilled life. This
time has shown me that my happiness
depends not on grades and numbers. I’m
very thankful right now and I’m wishing
the entire world a happy healing.
Morgan Foord, 16

We’re all surrounded by the news at
the moment, hoping for some more
normality with every day that passes,
but it can get really stressful and
confusing at times. We get told one
thing and then it’s contradicted by
another!
I just really want to know when I can go
back to dance classes.
Jennifer Adams, 16

I took these photos through the cracks and holes in the tall fence in our
back garden. I was sick of the view in our garden so peeked through the
fence. Lockdown feels like being trapped in a hole.
Lara Ramsden, 13

Self Portrait.
I wanted to try and convey the stressful
feeling of having to learn by myself in
isolation with the looming fear of
A level exams next year. It seems like
my bedroom turned into my classroom
before I knew it. A ‘work-life balance’
topples over when your life is put on
hold.
Harry Berry, 16

Self Portrait.
Morgan Foord, 16

