
Featuring work by some of the UK’s leading photographers This Separated Isle presents a 
series of powerful photographic portraits exploring concepts of what it means to be British. 
As poet Benjamin Zephaniah states “We British folk are all over the place. We come from all 
over the place, we move all over the place and our ideas are all over the place.”

In the aftermath of Covid, and with rising levels of race hate crimes, alongside cracks 
exposed by Brexit, what are the bitter divisions within British society, today? Coupled 
with questions over the break-up of the United Kingdom refusing to go away, how do 
people across Britain choose to navigate the tensions in this divided land? This Separated 
Isle is a timely reminder and relevant examination of the relationship between identity and 
nationhood, and as such reveals not only what divides us, but also what binds us together.

The photographs offer diverse ranges of opinions about our national character, thereby 
presenting a significant and inclusive portrait of our time. Based on the book Invisible 
Britain, each portrait is accompanied with a poignant first person testimony that draws 
our attention to each individual’s story, placing them centre stage so that we can begin to 
understand their lives.

To find out more read our Exhibition Guide, browse our Reading Table including the 
accompanying book Invisible Britain: This Separated Isle and see our What’s On board for 
related events.

Invisible Britain: This Separated Isle is curated by Paul Sng, a biracial British Chinese filmmaker and writer. 
Sng’s work is driven by methodical research, creative storytelling and a collaborative approach that strives for 
inclusivity and diversity in people and projects.

Produced by ffotogallery, Cardiff and Street Level Photoworks, Glasgow.
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